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There is no agreed strategy for how Digital Literacies are developed and how Digital
Technologies are introduced and used in the Montessori classroom. A change to the mandated
curriculum demands mean that how and when this should be done in a manner that is authentic
and responsive to Montessori pedagogy needs to be studied and identified.
In 2018, a whole school Action Research Project was conducted in a Montessori school based
in Western Australia. The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA), as an
alternative to the Western Australian Curriculum, approved the Montessori National
Curriculum taught at the school. The project aim was to demonstrate possible strategies for
Digital Technologies implementation in a way that aligns with the Montessori philosophy and
curriculum. Teachers were supported through professional development. A critical friend
conducted onsite visits and acted as observer and offered ideas in the process of documenting
opportunities for meaningful development of Digital Literacies and Transversal
Competencies. Educators kept a log (written and/or photographic diary) of the development
of Digital Literacies and the use of Digital Technologies in the classroom, and the particular
times the children used technology in an authentic manner to support learning. The log
allowed identification and documentation of how children use technology in a habitual
manner in the classroom. The child-centred, inquiry-based approach observed children’s
repertoires as meaning-makers.
An outcome of the project is increased teacher knowledge of Digital Literacy and Transversal
Competencies and the opportunities for the use of Digital Technologies. Some worked
examples of classroom practice showed ways that teachers provided learning experiences
using technology that were balanced and purposeful. This allowed the transformation of
traditional authentic learning experiences, which were then mapped to curriculum outcomes.
This presentation will focus on the findings relating to the Early Childhood Program,
including how formal and informal learning spaces foster learner autonomy, identity

investment and engagement through the application of Digital Literacies and Transversal
Competencies. The teacher identified pedagogical frameworks to support children’s
development of Digital Literacies and Transversal Competencies will be shared.
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