Digital childhoods and multimodal lives
Nicola Yelland
Professor of Education
College of Arts and Education
Victoria University
Melbourne
Australia

This paper will summarise the findings from a four year iPad project with young children in
preschool and the early years of school. The project explored the pedagogies that could
encourage and support multimodal learning in contemporary educational settings. Working
alongside teachers, we sought to discover how tablet technologies can enhance and extend
the use of traditional materials to enable young children to become literate and numerate
in the 21st century. This paper describes some of the ways in which this was achieved, as
well as encouraging the use of ‘21st century skills’; creativity, collaboration, critical thinking
and communication.
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